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persons recovered their sight and others, sick of palsies and other diseases,
their health, and the use of their limbs. By order of King John III a verbal
process of the life and miracles of the man of God was made with the utmost
accuracy at Goa and in other parts of the Indies. Many miracles were
wrought, through his intercession, in several parts of the Indies and Europe,
confessed by several Protestants; and Tavernier calls him the St Paul and
the true apostle of the Indies. St Francis was beatified by Paul V in 1554,
and canonized by Gregory XV in 1662, By an order of John V, King of
Portugal, the Archbishop of Goa, attended by the viceroy, the Marquis of
Castle Nuovo, in 1744, performed a visitation of the relics of St Francis
Xavier; at which time the body was found without the least bad smell
and seemed environed with a kind of shining brightness; and the face,
hands, breast, and feet had not suffered the least alteration or symptom of
corruption.1 In 1747 the same king obtained a brief of Benedict XIV,
by which St Francis Xavier is honoured with the title of patron and protector
of all the countries in the East Indies.

Holy zeal may properly be said to have formed the character of St

Francis Xavier.    Consumed with an insatiable thirst of the salvation of

souls and of the dilatation of the honour and kingdom of Christ on earth,

he ceased not with tears and prayers to conjure the Father of all men not

to suffer those to perish whom he had created in his own divine image,

made capable of knowing and loving him, and redeemed with the adorable

blood of his Son; as is set forth in the excellent prayer of this saint, printed

in many books of devotion.   For this end the saint, like another St Paul,

made himself all to all, and looked upon all fatigues, sufferings, and dangers,

as his pleasure and gain.   In transports of zeal he invited and pressed others

to labour in the conversion of infidels and sinners.   In one of his letters to

Europe, he wrote as follows: 2 " I have often thoughts to run over all the

universities of Europe, and principally that of Paris, and to cry aloud to

those who abound more in learning than in charity, * Ah! how many souls

are lost to heaven through your neglect! *   Many, without doubt, would

be moved, would make a spiritual retreat and give themselves the leisure

for meditating on heavenly things,   They would renounce their passions

and, trampling tinder foot all worldly vanities, would put themselves in a

condition of following the motions of the divine will.    Then they would

say, Behold me in readiness, O Lord,    How much more happily would

these learned men then live!   With how much more assurance would they

die!   Millions of idolaters might be easily converted if there were more

pjrcacfaers who would sincerely mind the interests of Jesus Christ and not

their own."   But the saint required missionaries that are prudent, charitable,

*  Lettres Edif, et Cur. des Mission, vol. xxvii. Pref. p. 24.

*  St Fr. Xav. Ep. 5, from Cochin, anno 1544, p. 67.